Covenant Glen United Methodist Church
If you are a candidate for Baptism it is important that you understand the sacraments of baptism as they are outlined in the United Methodist Church and here at Covenant Glen.
Sacrament of Baptism

United Methodists, along with other Protestants, acknowledge only two sacraments whose observance was commanded by Christ: 

· Baptism and 

· Holy Communion.  

Other Christian rites are important, but we place Baptism and Holy Communion in a special category all by themselves.

“Sacraments ordained of Christ are not only badges or tokens of Christian men’s profession, but rather they are certain signs of graces, and God’s good will toward us (by which he doth work invisibly in us, and doth not only quicken, but also strengthen and confirm (s), our faith in him.)”

A sacrament involves or implies promise and commitment, and even believers continue to experience mystery in sacraments, never fully understanding their meaning or how they work.

Baptism

The word "baptize" (from the Greek baptidzo) means "to identify" or "to be made one with." In early Greek, the word had both religious and secular meanings. In general, it refers to the act of identifying one thing with another thing in such a way that its nature or character is changed, or it represents the idea that a real change has already taken place.  As a reference to identification, "baptize" means to place a person (or thing) into a new environment, or into union with some one or something else, so as to alter his (its) condition or relationship to the previous environment.


What is Baptism?  The church calls it a “sacrament.”

· Baptism is not just something we do out of commitment or decision. 

· It is an outward and visible sign of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ

· Through baptism we become partakers of his righteousness and heirs of life eternal.”  

· Baptism is something that God has done and something He continues to do. 

· It is unalterably connected with the divine activity in Jesus Christ.

Christian baptism receives its meaning from God’s action in Christ.  The first condition of our being saved is not something we do; it is what God in Christ has already done for us. His grace was active in our behalf centuries ago, and it is still active today.  Baptism…is also a sign of regeneration or the new birth.”

Regardless of the age of the person being baptized, by baptism one is initiated into the church and becomes a part of the Christian fellowship.  “We believe children are under the atonement of Christ and as heirs of the Kingdom of God are acceptable subjects for Christian baptism.” Infants cannot make promises to God, but God has made promises to them.  It is right that His grace should be celebrated in their lives, and that by baptism, they should be brought into the community of the new covenant He has made through Jesus Christ.

When we talk about God’s promises we hear the reason why rebaptism is not in order. If baptism were primarily a promise we make, rebaptism may be in order, for we forget, break, violate our promises to God.  We may need to renew our baptismal vows, but God does not. God does not break His covenant.  His work is trustworthy and enduring.
United Methodists accept and practice all of the historic modes of baptism, each having symbolic value.

· Immersion -  vividly dramatizes dying and rising with Christ.
· Sprinkling - speaks of cleansing
· Pouring - appropriately reminds us of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit

But regardless of the amount of water or the mode used, baptisms basic meaning is the same: 

· It is a sign of new life in Christ

· A declaration that God has adopted one as His child and made him or her an heir of His Kingdom. 

· It is a sign of God’s cleansing and empowerment of His Spirit for faithful adherence to the covenant God has initiated.

Is baptism a technicality?  No, it is a sacrament. 

There is a mystery in it, but also good news, for it is a means of God’s grace coming into the life of His Church and working through that Church for the saving of persons and the redeeming of His world.  Baptism symbolizes that God is acting on the community of faith reconciling us in the family and we understand present grace! (God has acted on your behalf before you knew God was acting.  (John 1:1) 

The Baptism of Jesus:  The water baptism of Jesus was symbolic of God’s will in salvation, namely that Jesus could go to the cross. This was a unique baptism. As He went into the water, he was saying, in effect, "I will die for the sins of the world." As he came out of the water He said, in effect, "I will rise again that believers might have resurrection bodies and victory over death and the grave."

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit:  When a person accepts Christ as Savior, he is placed into the body of Christ. He is identified as a believer. The mechanics are given in 1 Corinthians 12:13.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit did not occur in Old Testament times. The first occurrence was on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit placed the new believers into the body of Christ.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the basis for Positional Truth. Believers are place "in Christ", and in this position have access to many kinds of privileges and blessings. Ephesians 1:3-12 has a good description of what it means to have "all blessings in heavenly places in Him."

Guidelines for Baptisms
(Candidate Copy)

The following guidelines have been set for the following modes of Baptism:

· Immersion -  vividly dramatizes dying and rising with Christ.

· Sprinkling - speaks of cleansing

· Pouring - appropriately reminds us of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit

I. The member will fill out a baptismal request form obtained from the church office and return it at least one week prior to the date of baptism.

II. Baptisms are held every 3rd Sunday of the month at the 10:00 a.m. service.  In cases of special events or holiday’s these dates may be changed.
Baptism in the mode of sprinkling / pouring: 
1. The candidate should arrive no later than 9:30 a.m.  Baptisms are held at the beginning of service.
2. The candidate and their family will be asked to forward before the church congregation for the baptismal rite to be performed by the pastor.

3. The candidate will be given a certificate upon completion of the baptism.

4. After the baptism the parents and child will be asked to return to their seats for the remaining portion of the service.

Baptism in the mode of immersion:  
The candidate should arrive at least 30 minutes prior to the 10:00 service.  The candidate should report directly to the HOPE chapel and meet with a member from the Altar Guild ministry.

1. The candidate should come prepared with the following articles of clothing to change into upon arrival at the church:

a. a dark colored cotton shirt with sleeves, preferably black, 

b. black / blue jeans, dark colored jogging pants or cotton pants, 
c. shower cap, (candidates choice)

d. large towel,

e. swim shoes, 

f. plastic bag for articles of wet clothing, 

g. change of clothing

2. The candidate will be immerged by a staff minister.

3. The baptism can be attended by your family and friends and be witnessed in the Hope Chapel or the main sanctuary by video.

4. You will receive your certificate of baptism on the same day.
Cameras and video cameras are allowed if they do not disrupt the flow of the service and / or the pastor during the baptismal rite.  Please be mindful that there may be more than one baptism being held.   

If you have any questions please contact the church office at 281-499-8788.
Baptism Request

Please type or print legibly.

Request Information 

Name of Baptism Candidate:


First
Middle
Last

Place of Birth:

Date of Birth:

  ( Male  ( Female

City
State

Hospital Name:



Parent Information

Provide this information only for infant or child baptism.

Mother’s Name:


First
Middle
Last

Father’s Name:


First
Middle
Last

Address:


City:

State:

Zip Code:


Primary Phone #:

Secondary Phone #:

Family Information

Provide this information only for infant or child baptism.

Godmother’s Name:


First

Last

Godfather’s Name:


First

Last

Grandmother’s Name:


First

Last

Grandfather’s Name:


First

Last

Grandmother’s Name:


First

Last

Grandfather’s Name:


First

Last

Signature

Date:

Service Information

Baptism Date / Time:

